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As we reflect on the changes and announcements from US and international government
agencies this year, we are excited about the opportunities that 2026 will bring. We are deeply
grateful to all our contributors, collaborators, clients, and supporters for your continued
partnership in advancing science and animal welfare together.

Without you, we would not be performing the laboratory work that saves animals on a daily
basis. We wouldn’t be providing training to industry, regulators, and academia, and we wouldn’t
be working to promote high quality validation studies without the financial support of our
contributors. We look forward to even more meaningful collaboration and progress in the new
year. Contact clientservices@iivs.org for further information or with questions.

Please note that IIVS offices will be closed from December 24 through January 1 to allow our
staff time to rest and recharge for the year ahead. Work utilizing 3D tissue constructs will not
start until the week of January 19.

Warm wishes for a joyful holiday season and a successful 2026!
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IIVS Wraps up 2025 with Multiple Workshops
and Training Intiatives

Education and outreach is a pillar of 1IVS's mission
to advance the use of in vitro and other non-animal
methods in toxicology.

This year we held several workshops and training
activities under the banner of that mission. All of
these activities aim to include regulatory, laboratory,
and industry NAMs users, and are supported by
contributions.

Practical Methods Hands-on Workshops

[IVS held three 4-day hands-on training workshops in our Practical Method series, giving
participants knowledge of a panoply of in vitro assays through in-depth lectures and laboratory
activities. Each workshop includes participants from regulatory agencies, CROs, companies, and
occasional academics. The workshops are supported by our education and outreach fund and
the PETA Science Consortium International. There are spaces for January, May, and
September 2026 workshops; email us to find out more information.

Bespoke Training

We can also work with organizations to design trainings to meet specific needs. In 2025, [IVS
worked with the Physicians Committee for Responsible Medicine, Inotiv, and Syngenta scientists
to provide two 2-day in-depth NAMs trainings to Health Canada Pest Management Regulatory
Agency and California Department of Pesticide Regulation toxicologists.

Focused Topic Workshops

In collaboration with a variety of partners, 1IVS held several workshops focused on specific
topics. In June, we partnered with Vitrocell and Alveolix to hold a 2-day workshop on advanced
inhalation exposure approaches and respiratory models.

In October, we held a virtual in-depth workshop on the ToxTracker assay, featuring speakers
from HESI Global, Toxys, and Enko. Then in November, we held the 11th workshop on
advancing in vitro approaches for tobacco and nicotine product development, a long-running
series with participation from the US FDA and industry.

Educational Webinars

In Silico 101

in December, 1IVS and the PETA Science Consortium have partnered to offer a series of in silico
toxicology webinars. In December, three events were held to offer a "101" introduction to major
in silico techniques. More will be offered in 2026. View the recordings and associated resources
here.


mailto:ksullivan@iivs.org
https://www.thepsci.eu/in-silico-tools-webinars/

Spanish-language

IIVS worked with the Physicians Committee for Responsible Medicine and several speakers from
Latin America, to provide three webinars on eye and skin irritation and skin sensitization in
Spanish. Watch the recordings here.

Outreach in India

With the support of the PETA Science Consortium and Colgate, we have also been exploring
opportunities for training partnerships in India. In May, we welcomed eight attendees to our
Practical Methods workshop from Indian regulatory and industry affiliations. In December, we
held a training workshop at the Central Insecticides Board and Registration Committee in New
Delhi, and worked to plan a future workshop with the National Institute of Biologicals.

More to come in 2026! Stay tuned to our newsletter list to find out about more opportunities to
participate in workshops like this in 2026, or contact us to design your own training opportunity.

Support our work

Since IIVS was founded, we have worked to create a forum where industry, NGOs, policy
makers and regulators can proactively work together to promote the use and acceptance
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of in vitro methods globally. In this effort, we have had the good fortune to be supported by

like-minded organizations.

Our education and outreach efforts span a variety of activities, from hands-on workshops
to one-on-one meetings with regulatory agencies; from validation and transferability
assessment to OECD guideline development. Our efforts apply to multiple sectors,
including pesticides and chemicals, cosmetics and personal care products, and drugs,

medical devices, and tobacco products.

Without significant financial support, we would not be able to do this work to advance non-
animal methods. Please consider supporting our efforts by becoming_a contributor in

2026.

Highlights from our China Program

Earlier this fall [IVS participated in the IUTOX
17, International Congress of Toxicology in
Beijing, China. This event brought together
experts from around the world to advance
the science of toxicology. [IVS President
Amanda Ulrey co-led a well-attended
Continuing Education course focused on
how Good In Vitro Methods Practices
(GIVIMP) guidance can be applied across
the lifecycle of in vitro methods to improve
the reproducibility of in vitro laboratory work
at all stages.

This course was presented with long-time
collaborators and showed the impact of
quality practices on test systems, method
development, and importantly for this
audience how GIVIMP is being applied at a
laboratory within China. The course ended
with a presentation by Dr. Quanshun Zhang
on how these principles can support the
uptake of New Approach Methodologies in
China, helping to support global
harmonization efforts. The session sparked
engaging discussions on best practices for
ensuring quality and reproducibility in non-
animal testing.

The trip also included a visit to the Zhejiang
Institute for Food and Drug Control (ZJIFDC)
for the on-site assessment of the laboratory
for GIVIMP certification. The assessment
included a review of the laboratory facilities
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and equipment, SOPs, data collection and
archiving process, training procedures, and
review of proficiency chemical testing data.
This hands-on engagement provided an
opportunity to work directly with the local

scientists to reinforce and improve upon their

existing quality systems and align them with
recommendations within the GIVIMP
document. The ZJIFDC is on track to
become the first laboratory in China to
receive GIVIMP certification. Stay tuned in
2026 to see the progress here.

We have held three training events in China
this year, with one focused on in vitro
methods for oral irritation, to address new
toothpaste testing requirements.

Welcome IIVS’ s visit !
Nathan Wilt and Quanshun Zhang'
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These efforts are supported by our ICARAA
group, companies with a special interest in
advancing in vitro methods in China. They
underscore [IVS’s dedication to good in vitro
science, an essential component of our
strategy to advance scientifically robust non-
animal approaches around the world.
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demonstrating application of the workflow.
The framework is based on published
literature and case studies on diverse types
of chemicals from the US EPA, Health
Canada, and industry, and envisions a
solution to conduct systemic toxicity safety
assessment in place of typical 28- or 90-day
in vivo studies.

The approach is flexible and hypothesis-
driven, and incorporates a diversity of
models, including transcriptomics, high-
throughput assays, pharmacological
profiling, PBK modeling, and in silico tools.

The draft framework will be reviewed by the
Working Party on Hazard Assessment in
2026, and additional guidance on decision-



making, harmonization, and benchmarking
based on identified reference chemicals is
being developed.

Also in 2025, we made significant progress
towards an OECD Integrated Approach to
Testing and Assessment (IATA) for assessing

systemic toxicity without animals. Image: Health Canada Science Approach

Document - Bioactivity exposure ratio:
Application in priority setting and risk
assessment, 2021

[IVS is co-leading a three-year project to
develop an IATA framework, with a workflow,
discussion of in silico and in vitro
approaches that can be used in the
workflow, and case studies

Recent Publications

Journal Articles

» A Proof-of-Concept for Safety Evaluation of Inhalation Exposure to Known Respiratory
Irritants Using In Vitro and In Silico Methods | Sadekar, N., Behrsing, H., Hansen, T., Patel,
V., Paulo, H., Ritter, D., Schwarz, K., Api, AM.

» Assessment of phototoxicity potential of botanicals as cosmetic ingredients using the in
vitro 3T3 neutral red uptake phototoxicity test | Hilberer, A., Hoffman, L., Madrid, M., Labib,
R., Costin, G-E.

» New Horizons in Skin Sensitization Assessment of Complex Mixtures: The Use of New
Approach Methodologies Beyond Regulatory Approaches | Islas-Robles, A., Ramani, M.,
Phillips, J., Costin, G-E.

Book Chapters

» Amanda K. Ulrey. Standards of Good Practices for the Conduct of In Vitro Toxicity
Studies. In book: Comprehensive Toxicology (pp.107-121), Fourth Edition; Chapter: 3.07.

e Gutleb, A., Behrsing, H., Burla, S., Chary, A., Serchi, T., Stucki, A. and Ulrey, A. Advanced
in vitro systems available for respiratory toxicology. In book: Reference Module in
Biomedical Sciences, 2025.

We Want to Hear From You

[IVS is always interested in the needs and requests from researchers interested in advancing the
awareness, acceptance and use of alternative methods. If you have any input on methodologies
of interest, please don't hesitate to contact us at clientservices@iivs.org.

Connect With Us
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Institute for In Vitro Sciences, Inc. | 30 W. Watkins Mill Road Suite 100 | Gaithersburg, MD 20878 US
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